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who were as capable to reduce them to Straits as the Dutch were, when
the English relieved them. He answered me, that they weie not afraid
of what the English could do, for their Power being divided, they could do
nothing but threaten.

I took my Leave of him abruptly, and told him, that we knew how to
fight in Defence of our Rights and Privileges better than how to threaten.
There were three English Vessels lying in the River, which had paid their
Customs and sold their Cargoes at under Rates, and two Merchants that
resided at Atcheen. We all dined together, and, after Dinner, held a
Consultation how to behave in this Affair, that affected our Merchants in
general, who traded thither. At last it was agreed, that I should assist
the Merchants in getting their Eifects off on board of my Ship, and to get
their Vessels out of the River, by the Assistance of my Boats and Men,
and then to shut up the Port, all which was done in one Day and a Night.
I then sent a Linguist to tell the Shawbundaar, that since the English weie
denied Trade at their Port, we forbad Trade to any other Nation, and
desired that no Boats might pass out of their Rivers, cither to trade or
fish, on their Peril. They continued quiet two Days, and on the Third they
sent some Boats off, from a sandy Bay about three Miles from, our Ship.
I sent two Boats well mann'd to seize their Nets, but assoon as they
perceived my Boats, they ran theirs ashore, and took out what was in
them; and as my Boats were rowing near the Shore within a Mile of my
Ship, about 40 or 50 Muskets were fired on them out of some Bushes that
grow thick, a little Way from the Strand. My Boats fired in their Turn
at the Place where they saw the Smoke, and I made a Signal to bring
them aboard again, and found only two of my Men slightly wounded.

The same Evening we had Advice, that they were about mounting
three Culvenns that lay in a little Fort on the River's Side, as we go to
Town. I immediately ordered my Armourer to get about 100 short
Spikes of several Sizes, and harden them well, and carried them in my
Boat, which I double manned, and coming into the River, we espied a great
Number of Men in the Fort. I rowed directly towards it, and they within
expecting to have a Message to carry to the King, stood gazing till we
came close to the Wall, and then we saluted them with a Shower of
twenty or thirty Granadoes, that so frightned them, that happy was he
who got first away. We then entred the Fort, and found some wounded
Men in it. We presently spik'd up the Vents of the Guns, and left them,
and came at our Leisure aboard again.

A Day or two after, as my Boat was rowing along the Shore, towards
a Praw that was coming in towards the small River, they again fired out